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which had agreed in 1921 to the inclusion under the French man-
date of the sanjaq of Alexandretta with its large Turkish minority
on condition that It had a special regime, now objected to its sub-
jection to an Inexperienced Arab nationalist government of Syria,
A League of Nations Commission was set up In 1937 to supervise
the election of a local assembly with seats allotted proportionately
to the different communities. This placed the Turks in a difficult
position since the population estimates showed only about 39 per
cent, of Turkish-speakers; but if every elector should be 'presumed
to be a member of the community to which he declared himself to
belong5, and If the Turks could obtain control of the police and the
electoral machinery, a Turkish majority might be obtained. The
Commission finally gave way to the Turkish demand for registra-
tion by declaration, apparently fair, but In reality opening the door
wide to intimidation; the British representative on the Commission
Immediately resigned in protest. But since the Turks were still not
assured of their majority, they brought pressure to bear on the
French, who were anxious to preserve Turkey's friendship as an
offset to Fascist Italy's threatening behaviour in the Mediter-
ranean. A Franco-Turkish Treaty of Friendship In June 1938 per-
mitted Turkish troops to enter the Sanjaq "to assist the French in
maintaining order'. The electoral Commission abandoned Its
work, accusing the French of systematic efforts, by means of
arrests and other forms of intimidation, to deprive the non-Turkish
majority of its freedom of voting. The Turkish troops marched in,
and the final electoral lists only showed the Turks as constituting
63 per cent, of the total. A cabinet consisting entirely of Turks was
formed. Finally, in June 1939, with France's need of Turkish sup-
port becoming greater as the shadow of impending war grew
larger, she made a Declaration of Mutual Assistance with Turkey,
in which Turkey was allowed to annex the Sanjaq.1
Meanwhile there was unrest in the Jebel Druze, the Latakla
district, and the Jazira, where there were strong separatist move-
ments among the minorities. Undoubtedly some of the inexperi-
enced Syrian officials appointed by the Damascus government had
acted hastily and irresponsibly in their efforts to bring about the
political assimilation of these minorities, but on the other hand the
separatists were encouraged by some French officials on the spot,
anxious to create difficulties for the Syrian government.
1 It was renamed Hatay ('Hittite-land').